
Make Your Own Altar at Home 
 

What is an Altar?  A special place you set aside to give thanks to God. Noah built one with 
rocks after he and his family stepped onto dry land.  Noah wanted to give God thanks! 
 
Where will your Altar be? It can be inside or outside. It doesn’t have to be made of rocks! It 
can be on a shelf, coffee table, dining table, wide window sill, or something else. It can be in a 
public space for family members to see and walk by.  It can be in a private space, like a 
bedroom. It can be kept up for just your family worship time, or for as long as you’d like.  
 
What to place on your Altar?  Whatever you thank God for can go on the altar! Your family? 
Your friends? A pet? An experience you had? Place pictures or photos of these people or things.  
 
Here are some other suggestions, but chose just a few items. You can always remove and add 
items over time! 
 
Cloth: a placemat, tablecloth, or any piece of fabric. I like to try to match the color of the 
church season if possible. We are now in the green and growing season of our faith. 
 
Candle: real or battery operated to remind us that Jesus is the Light of the World.  
 
Cross: any shape, type, or media. If you don’t have a cross, you could make one out of paper, or 
a pipe cleaner, or two sticks tied together with twine, even popsicle sticks. 
 
Object from nature: a stone, flower, small plant, shell, acorn, pinecone, seeds, evergreen 
branch etc. This reminds us of God’s creation that surrounds us always 
 
Bible, Story Bible, a copy of “Let Us Worship God!” or Book of Common Prayer nearby. 
Sometimes, I like to sit near my altar and read or listen to a favorite story or psalm from the 
Bible or Story Bible. 
 
Prayers:  Perhaps there is a prayer that you like especially; write it on paper or an index card. 
 
Other objects that have meaning to you. Maybe add a little mirror – for fun – to remind you 
that you are God’s beloved. 
 
Small bowl of water. It’s always nice to dip your fingers in the water and make the sign of the 
cross in the water, as you give thanks for clean water! 
 
 


